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Immediate measures included some local exploration,
an attempt to capture a few natives to take home, and
the building of a house by Captain Fenton on Countess
of Warwick Island. And here, for a moment, the mists
of time are parted, and these almost legendary beings
who followed the great captain into the icy fastnesses
of the north, stand before us in the guise of mortal men.
Two hundred and eighty-three years later an Ameri-
can naval officer, Captain C F. Hall, visited Frobisher
Bay and landed on Countess of Warwick Island, which
was known to the Eskimos as Kodlunarn, or White
Man's Island. Hall had never read the narratives of
Frobisher's voyages and was without prejudice in hear-
ing the native traditions. Their story was that ages
and ages ago white men had come in a ship and taken
away two of their women, who had never returned.
In proof of this story of white strangers they showed
the explorer, who lived among them for two years, many
relics of the earlier visit. He saw pieces of brick, tiles,
and wood. He reports the finding of "a piece of iron
mineral, 19 Ibs. in weight, like a round loaf of burned
bread." It was in fact a "bloom" of iron, a relic of
the "gold finers' " smelting so long ago. He beheld the
house of lime and stone Captain Fenton built for the
next year's colony. He discovered one of the "mines"
of iron pyrites which Frobisher's men had sunk into the
hillside, painfully digging out the worthless stuff to carry
across the sea. And most wonderful of all he heard the
tale of the five lost men.
These men, whose fate had given their commander
so many days of anxiety and to whom he had written
that moving letter, had spent the winters with their mi-
grating captors. Later they had returned to the island
and found the house, with its store of bells and knives,
looking-glasses and whistles and pipes, with pictures of
men on horseback and such like homely trinkets. It may